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Abstract—Vision based environmental monitoring using fixed
cameras generates large image collections, creating a bottleneck
in data analysis. In areas with limited background knowledge of
the monitored habitat, this bottleneck can often not be overcome
by traditional pattern recognition methods. A new change detec-
tion method to identify interesting events such as presence and
behavior of different species is proposed. The change detection
method uses the new Bi-Domain Feature Clustering (BDFC).
BDFC integrates the location of a feature vector in the feature
space as well as the location in the image into the clustering.
Firstly, BDFC is applied to a time dependent representation of
the image stream to identify regions of similar change. Secondly
it is applied to a time independent representation to group these
changes into categories. These categories can rapidly be assessed
by a human observer to bypass the time consuming inspection of
the whole data set. To make the posterior browsing of detected
changes more efficient, a relevance factor computed for each
category is proposed.

The approach is demonstrated with experimental runs, using
images from the Lofoten Vesteralen ocean observatory, showing
the potential to harvest changes of interest and novelties in large
image collections.

I. INTRODUCTION

Change detection is a commonly used approach to evaluate
images taken from a fixed position, and has already been
of great interest in a variety of scientific fields [1] such
as video surveillance (e. g. traffic) [2]-[5] and remote
sensing [6]-[16] (e. g. deforestation monitoring or monitoring
of destruction/construction in urban areas). In the context of
underwater imagery applications are still limited [17]-[22].
The two most common change detection approaches are
background subtraction (BS) and change vector analysis
(CVA). BS aims at building and maintaining a background
model of the investigated images and then thresholding the
difference between the background model and a target image.
Lots of efforts have been put into background maintenance
as well as in computing a suitable threshold for the pixel
differences. CVA methods basically compute the difference
image between two images before analyzing the vectors of
the difference image (so-called change vectors).

Whereas most change detection algorithms compute a binary
output by assigning each pixel to either ftrue or false,
indicating that changes have occurred or not, some algorithms
subdivide the set of changed-pixels into various subclasses.
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In [12] and [13] the authors introduce CVA algorithms
detecting and categorizing changes based on the length
and the direction of each change-vector, respectively. Other
change detection algorithms that do not fall within the two
categories described abov are for instance based on temporal
predictive models [23]-[25], significance tests [26] or slow
feature analysis [27]. However, all these methods require a
human observer to identify changes of interest in a threshold
image or a set of transformed images representing changes.

In recent years, a growing number of fixed long-term un-
derwater observatories (FUO, [28]-[30]) have been deployed
to monitor marine habitats. The FUO are in most cases
deployed in areas of particular interest, such as areas with
high biodiversity. The biological diversity and abundance of
species present at these sites represent considerable challenges
to a change detection approach:

(1) Prior knowledge about which species to find in the
monitored areas and/or how they behave is often limited
and can therefore not be used in the design of a change
detection method.

(2) As some species occur and/or move much more frequent
than other species, change detection in pixel values only
is not sufficient to detect relevant changes in the moni-
tored scene.

The contribution of this paper is to introduce a new approach
to detect various changes in an area with very limited a-
priori knowledge. The approach includes the concept of super-
pixel segmentation in feature space and the new Bi-Domain
Feature Clustering (BDFC). In contrast to existing methods,
this approach finds regions of similar change patterns, groups
all detected regions into categories and ranks the categories
according to a proposed relevance based on frequency and
pixel differences.

II. METHODS

The aim in the analysis of images from an FUO is the
identification of regions of interest as connected components
with similar change patterns. As similar changes and patterns
are expected at different time-points, the similarity of change
features at different time-points must be considered as well.
The proposed framework (Fig. 1) integrates these aspects by
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Time dependent features and time independent features are extracted from an image sequence in Section II-B. Superpixel segmentation and the

new Bi-domain Feature Clustering (BDFC) are applied to each of the resulting feature maps in II-A. In Section II-C the change patterns are classified into
categories with semantic meaning and relevant change is discriminated from irrelevant change.

computing two feature representations (Section II-B). The
new clustering procedure (Section II-A) is used to cluster
the time dependent change features and the time independent
change features, respectively. Regions showing similar change
patterns are identified using the time dependent change
features. The regions are assigned to clusters of the time
independent features, which represent categories of change.

The method assumes that all images are in CIELUV [31]
color space. Moreover, we assume that the images are taken
with the same fixed camera at all time-points implying that all
the images have the same height I and the same width W.

The latter assumption allows us to write all images in the
processed image sequence as mappings with a common do-
main P = {(w,h)| 1 <w <W,1 < h < H}. Consequently,
the image taken at time-point ¢ is a mapping I; : P — R3
assigning to each pixel p a CIELUV color I; (p). We denote
the L, u and v channels of I; as I}, I? and I}, respectively.

To retain spatial information during feature extraction so
called feature maps are used in this paper. A feature map
is a mapping F : P — RY, assigning a feature vector to
each pixel and hence is a straightforward generalization of an
image. A feature map will always be denoted by F 4 indicating
that it is computed by a specific algorithm A (A € {tmp,int}
Section II-B). Note that in this paper, features are extracted
from image sequences not single images.

A. Bi-domain Feature Clustering

Feature maps contain feature vectors and their positions in
the image domain, i. e. the pixel position where a feature vec-
tor is extracted. Traditional clustering algorithms (vector quan-
tization, hierarchical clustering [32], spectral clustering [33])
do not use the image domain as they are not primary designed
for image clustering. To increase the homogeneity in regions
of semantic meaning (Fig. 2), we include the image domain
into the cluster merging and propose the BDFC algorithm that

(i) performs a traditional clustering of the feature vectors to
compute an initial segmentation I'jl of the feature map
and

(ii) performs a bi-domain merging of clusters that (unlike
hierarchical clustering) uses the image domain.

To reduce the influence of noise in the images, we apply super-
pixel segmentation [34] before applying the Bi-Domain Fea-
ture Clustering (BDFC). Superpixel segmentation computes an
image representation with a lower level of detail consisting of
so called superpixels (i. e. connected groups of pixels sharing
similar colors) [34]. Thereby, local redundancy is resolved
and the complexity of the subsequent BDFC is reduced.
However, we apply the approach in the high dimensional
feature representation using a straightforward generalization
of SLIC [34] to the concept of feature maps. Thus, the pixel
set P is segmented based on the change patterns of the pixels
and not based on pixel color.

Let F4 be a feature map, M the number of superpixels and
M ={1,..., M} the set of superpixel-indices. A superpixel
segmentation of F4 is a tuple (Z%,s4), where

o the index map 7% : P — M assigns to each pixel p
the index of the superpixel containing p in the superpixel
map of feature representation A

e 54 : M — RY assigns to each superpixel-index m the
centroid of the feature vectors F4(p) of the pixels p with
Z5 (p) = m.

The superpixel feature map, defined by F3 = s o I,
represents 4 on a lower level of detail. The set of all feature
vectors in this map is given by F%(P) and its cardinality is
apparently limited to M.

BDFC computes a segmentation of the feature map /3. The
first step in (i) is training a hierarchically growing hyperbolic
self-organizing map (H2SOM [35]) with samples from the
set of feature vectors F%(P) (Parameters are addressed in
the Result section). A H2SOM is used in this study due to
the advantage of simultaneous clustering and dimensionality
reduction as well as its good performance even for high
dimensional data. However, other clustering algorithms for
vector quantization can in principle be applied as well. Let
Ua = {ul,...,uli} be the set of L prototypes computed
by the H2SOM and for 1 < ¢ < L let N4(£) be the set of
all neighbors of cluster ¢ in the H2SOM-topology. To compute
the initial segmentation to gain the index map ZY, each feature
vector in F¥% (P) is mapped to the index of its best matching
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Fig. 2. The BDFC is illustrated for the time independent feature representation. Features are extracted from an image sequence and clustered by a H2SOM [35].
Pixels belonging to one object (see the magnified starfish) are initially assigned to different clusters, as indicated by nine shades of purple/blue in the visualization
([361, [37], middle). White contours have been drawn between pixels of the starfish that belong to different clusters, to bring out the fragmentation of the
starfish. After cluster merging (right) based on proximities in the image and feature domain, most pixels of the starfish belong to one cluster.

prototype in the H2SOM clustering result:
T (p) = arg min {| 3 (p) — uy|} (1
1<e<L
A visualization of the H2SOM result can be found in Figure 2.

To take the proximity of cluster indices in Z% into account
during the cluster merging procedure in step (ii), let

2 ={peP|Iip) =} )

for every cluster index ¢. Let r € R with r > 1 (r = 10
in this study). We call two pixels p,q close, if and only if
doo(p, q) < 7. With

Z,
QW ={(p.q) eP*|pe Qg€ du(p,q) <7}
we define the image proximity of two clusters ¢ and k by

dos (p,9)
Z(nq)eﬂi{’“ 1 — =

|94 ] + |24

Note that the choice of the parameter r is not crucial for
the cluster merging, but the restriction of the sum in the
denominator of ¢4(¢, k) increases the computation speed of
¢a(£, k). We use the parameter n € N to control the number
of clusters merged in the merging process. In this paper, we
set the parameter to n = 5. We define three conditions to be
fulfilled so two clusters with indices ¢ and k are merged:
(A) ¢ is neighbor of k in the H2SOM grid-topology,
i.e. £ e Ny(k)
(B) the Euclidean distance da(u’y, u%) is one of the lowest n
distances da(u’, ).
(C) the image proximity ¢4 (¢, k) is one of the highest n
image proximities ¢4 (4, -)

¢A(€7 k) =

3)

The clusters are merged iteratively, as described in algorithm 1,
until no clusters satisfy (A), (B) and (C). A visualization of
the final result of the BDFC-algorithm is shown in Figure 2.

B. Feature extraction

Let (_Il, ..., IT) be an image sequence and let the mean
image I =1/T-(I1 +---+ Ir) model the background of
the scene. To compute change features, we compute a

new representation J; from each image I;, encoding the

while found_clusters_to_merge == true do

found_clusters_to_merge = false

for 1 <k<I<Ldo

if (A) and (B) and (C) then
found_clusters_to_merge = true

o = 19l
A [Q |+

Na(k) = A (k) UAA (0
(p) = k Vp e
end

end

end
Algorithm 1: Clusters are merged until no pair of clusters
exists that satisfies the conditions (A), (B) and (C). When
cluster [ is merged to cluster k, u’jx is set to the weighted
mean of the cluster centers. Moreover cluster k£ absorbs all
neighbors of [ in the H2SOM-topology as well as all pixels
former associated to [.

pixel differences to the mean image: J; (p) = |1 (p) — I (p)|
(VpeP,1<t<T). To account for external effects having
impact on the whole image (e. g. change in lighting) we
standardize each channel Jf (¢ € {1,2,3}) of an image J;,
i. e. we define J¢(p) to be the standard score of J¢(p).

To compute the change features representing the temporal
development of change at a given position, we consider the
temporal sequence at position p in channel ¢, defined by
J¢(p) = (Jf(p),.--,J%(p))-

To separate trend (i. e. long term signal change) from fluc-
tuation (i. e. short term signal change) we apply wavelet
transformation [38] using a Daubechies filter [38]. With W
and Wpg the trend and the fluctuation computed by the
wavelet transformation and — the concatenation of vectors
@i e. ($1,$2),\(y1,y2) = (I1,$2,y1,y2)), we define the
feature map Fiyp by

Fanp) = Wr (3'@) Wi (3'm)
- o (B) we(Be) @
~ e () we (Fe)
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Fig. 3. Connected components of a cluster using the example of a specific
cluster £: Non-black color indicates pixels assigned to cluster £. Cluster ¢
consists of 4 connected components as indicated by the colors white (w),
green (g), blue (b) and red (r).

Note that Fyyp is based of time dependent feature vectors.
To compute change features that describe time invariant
change patterns, let o be the permutation arranging the se-
quence J¢(p) in descending order to J¢:

3¢ = (Jey @) Ty ) )

Again we use wavelet transformation and define the feature
map Fin by

(S

Fulp) = Wr(3w) we (30)
- Wr (j?(p)
- Wrp (j?’(p)

N—— ——
)
/NN

C. Detecting relevant changes

To find relevant changes in the image sequence, regions
that share a particular change pattern are computed. These
regions are classified into categories and since a relevance
index is assigned to each of the categories they can be sorted,
permitting a rapid manual posterior browsing. Finally, the
time-points where changes occur are determined for every
region.

To find regions that show similar change features, we apply
BDFC to Fynp (Figure 1) to compute merged clusters with
centers Uy = {utlmp, cee uﬁnp} and an index map Zgnp. For a
cluster £ (1 < £ < L) the set Qfmp ={peP |It]?np(p) =(}is
composed of pixels showing similar change patterns, i. e. be-
longing to the same merged cluster. As shown for one example
cluster in Figure 3, a set Qfmp consists of a number n, of
connected components, referred to as RY = {RY{,..., R}, }.
NOFe that R = U, <L R! is a segmentation of Itt,’np into
regions.

Next, the regions computed from the time dependent feature
representation are assigned to groups of changes at different

time points, supposed to be caused by the same kind of event
(like passing of one specific species). The groups are computed
from the time independent feature representation and referred
to as change categories. We apply BDFC to Fi, (Figure 1) to
compute merged clusters with centers Uy = {uilm, e ,uiKm}
and an index map Iﬁn. Each cluster of the (time independent)
cluster indices k (1 < k < K) defines one change category
denoted by Cj and each region R € R is assigned to a

category k(R) by

k(R) = argmaXHp €ER }Ii';t(p) = k}‘ ) @)
1<k<K
Having regions and categories defined, an index is assigned to
every category that estimates the degree of importance for a
change. Without knowledge about the experts’ preferences, we
define the relevance based on frequency and pixel differences.
With the mass center of the categories defined by

1
m= o S HRERIN(R) =k} uh  ®

IR 1<k<K
the relevance r(Cy) of a category C} is defined by
r(Cr) = da(m, uf,).

This allows us to rank the categories C} according to the
computed relevance. To further facilitate the non-automatic
posterior browsing, we propose additional filters like the
region size |R{| and the length of the prototype Ujpnp- The
set of regions satisfying both filters will be denoted by R C 'R.

Finally, all time-points where changes occur are computed
for every region R € R. To do so, we define a measure
encoding how well a border of a region matches a contour in
the image I; taken at time-point ¢: Let B be the set of pixels
defining the border of R. For p € B, we denote with i, 0, the
(well-defined) pixels in the 8-connected neighborhood from p
that lie on the line through p perpendicular to B. Note that
one of the pixels ¢, and o, is inside I¥ and one is outside R.
We define the coherence of B to I; by

1
4Pt = 5 3 di(laliy), L(oy) ®
peEB

In order to find all time-points where changes occur in the
region R, we compute a threshold 7 from the sequence
dB1,...,d%T. Let o be the permutation that brings the

sequence d?1,... d®7T in ascending order, i. e.

dBor®) < gBorttl) w1 << 1. (10)
With
m = argmax dBor(t+l) _ gB.or(t) and (11)
1<t<T—1
dB,ch(m) dB,ch(m+1)
T = + (12)

2

we say change occurs at time-point 7', if and only if d®* > 7.
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Fig. 4. Changes identified by the algorithm. Left: Grouped changes identified by the algorithm data set 1. The most relevant category and the second most
relevant category are shown on top and bottom, respectively. Right: Changes identified by the algorithm for data set 2. All changes within the eight most
relevant categories are copied into the background image. Bounding boxes are drawn in different colors indicating different categories, (yellow = medusahead,

red = big crab, magenta = starfish, etc.).

III. RESULTS

We evaluate our method on images of the Lofoten-
Vesteralen (LoVe) ocean observatory [30]. LoVe is a fixed
marine observatory monitoring a coral reef in the Norwegian
Sea (N 68° 54.474', E 15° 23.145’). The observatory that was
deployed in October 2013 takes one image every 60 minutes.
All images are available online at http://love.statoil.com/. In
the present paper, we evaluate the results of the algorithm
applied to 6 data sets. Each data set is a sequence of 24
images (one day). We use the same parameter settings for
each data set: The superpixel segmentation was performed
setting the weight factor (Section II-A) to 8 and the number
of superpixels to M = 12800 corresponding to a superpixel-
size of 80 pixels in average. For the H2SOM clustering, the
H?SOM with 3 rings and spread factor 8 was trained with
a random set of 0.25 - M samples. The folerance and the
radius used during cluster merging (Section II-A) were set
to 5 and 10, respectively. For the wavelet transformation in
the feature extraction (Section II-B), we use Daubechies Filter
of length 6. See Section IV for more information on the
wavelet transformation. As proposed in Section II-C, we apply
additional filters to the categorized regions: A region Rf of
pixels mapped to the cluster center ufmp is considered in the
evaluation if and only if (i) the size of the region is at least
400 pixels and (ii) |ufpy| > 0.2 - maxi <<, [l |-

As an example Figure 4 shows changes identified by the
algorithm in 2 of the six data sets.

Figure 5 shows the precision of the algorithm in 6 data
sets, each represented by one graph: Each of the NV changes
identified by the algorithm was evaluated manually either as
relevant or irrelevant. For 1 < n < N we denote by t(n)
the number of true positives, i. e. the number of changes
within the n most relevant changes that are labeled manually
as relevant. The precision is computed as P(n) = t(n)/n and

1.0

Dataset 1
Dataset 2
Dataset 3
Dataset 4
— Dataset 5
Dataset 6

0.8/
0.6
P(n)

0.4

0.2

000 02 1.0

0.4 0.6
Fraction of considered events (n/N)

Fig. 5. Each graph shows the evaluation of the methods result when applied to
one of the 6 datasets. With N the number of changes found by the method in
one dataset and with n < N, the precision (i. e. the fraction of true positives
in the n most relevant changes) is plotted against n/N.

plotted against n/N. Note that the recall of the method was
not computed, as manual detection of all relevant changes is
not feasible due to the high abundance of changes in the given
image sequences and the absence of a ground truth. However,
most regions of the visual field are considered in the graphs
and the method assigns a high relevance factor to most true
positives. This indicates that most changes of interest belong to
the most relevant changes identified by the proposed method.

IV. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In this paper we have presented a change detection method
including the new BDFC algorithm, which shows the po-
tential to be used in various future image processing tasks.
The change detection method categorizes and orders various
changes present within a fixed image frame by their relevance.
Thereby, the method enables the identification of a variety
of different changes such as presence and movements of
species within images from a fixed position over time. The
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feature extraction method has some range of adaptability and
provides perspectives for future work. A possible approach
is to adapt the change detection to focus on specific species
by applying the feature extraction to feature maps instead of
images. Another approach is to switch to a multiresolution
based wavelet approach in the feature extraction to account for
changes that happen slowly overtime (e. g. a change of color
of a sessile species). However, this paper has shown that the
methods detects movements from unknown species in areas
with limited prior knowledge. With this ability, the method

has

the potential to be used in a variety of image detection

scenarios without considerable individual adjustments.
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